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When a Snake bites . . .
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When a poisonous snake bites

':’ The strong muscles of the upper jaw squeezes the venom
form the poison gland into the site of bite.

+% The venom thus injected is extremely difficult to remove
from the site of bite.
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Immobilization
o+ Splitting is necessary to immobilize a painful limb.
% For this purpose a long stick or bamboo is used as splint.

+% Overlapping short sticks can serve the purpose if a long stick is not
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The vessels of the foot & the flow of venom to
the vital organs

0:0 The blood and lymphatic vessels of the foot, transport the
venom to the vital organs in the body.

3¢ This leads to damage of the organs and death.

+% The pressure in these vessels is low and firm bandaging of the
site of bite is effective in stopping the flow in these vessels.
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Local Pad application.

0:0 In bites on the ankle of foot, place a pad of cloth or sponge on the site of bite.

+% To ensure even pressure the pad must not have creases or grooves on the
surface in contact with the site of bite.

0:0 May wash with available water or wipe lightly with a clean cloth if at hand.
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Respitatory Support.
#% In Neurotoxic envenoming (cobra, King cobra, Sea snake, krait),

+% The splint is held in place by tying string or cloth ligatures above and below
each joint.

y arrest may occur during transport to the health facility.
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+% Respiratory support by any method is mandatory.
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Transport to the health facility.

+% This must be done as soon as possible using any available means of transport.

+% The patient is not allowed to walk even if bitten on the hand.

¢ Take the biting dead snake along of this can be done safely without delay.
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Bandaging

+%* Wind along bandage like cloth, creepe or elastic bandage firmly over
the pad asin sprains.
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Don’t
Avoid the following in snake bite victims.
+% Incision or bumning the site of bite increases the blood flow to the site of
bite and causes spread of venom.
«%+ Drinking alcohol causes i
to the site of bite and causes spread of venom.
+% Rudding, massaging and applying medication to the site of bite push
the venom into the vascular and lymphatic channels thus spreading
the venom.
+% Swallowing the cut tail of snake delays transport of patients and there
by also delays antivenom administration.
%* Avoid tight tourniquet. This cause gangrene of the limb by cutting its
blood supply.
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