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" Ref.; CL/4302 .

‘Sﬁbject: Call for applications for the Carlos J. Finlay UNESCO Prize for
Ificrobiology

SirfMadam,

I am pleased to invite your Government to submit nominations for the Carlos J.
Finlay UNESCO Prize for Microbiology. The Statutes of the Prize are attached
herewith for your kind information.

Funded by the Government of Cuba, the Prize aims to reward the efforts of an
individual, or of an institution, non-governmental organization or other entity which,
through research and development, has made an eutstanding contribution to the
field of microbiology and its applications.

The candidates shall be designated by the governments of Member States,
through their National Commissions for UNESCO, in consuitation with science
institutions and associations, -and non-governmendal organizations in official
partnerships with UNESCO and active in relevant fields covered by the Prize.

The application prbcess takes place online via the following “link:
https://en.unesco.org/neivsfunesco-seskin

-nhominations-carlos-j-finlay-unesco-
prize-microbiology-2020. The online applications should be received by UNESCO
inEnglish or French by 10 February 2020 at the very latest {midnight, UTC+1).
Applications received after the deadline, or through a different channel will not be
considered.

UNESCO recommends that this cali for applications be made _;rdidely known in your
country’s governmental entities, educational institutions, non-governmental
organizations, local communities and media likely to be interested.

You may also wish to find attached an explanatory note on the prize and the
application process. The Secretariat of the Prize (a.fahmi@unesco.org) stands
ready to address any questions you may-have.

Please accept, SirfMadam, the assurances of my highest consideration.

';\udrey Azo,alay
Directoi~General

Enc.: 2

cc.  National Commissions for UNESCQ
Permanent Delegations to UNESCO

To Ministers responsible for relalions with UNESCO
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Microorganisms have a major impact on all ospects of life. They are used by humans to make
solvents, pharmaceuticals, antibiotics, preservatives, and are fundamental to the process of
fermentation that produces cheese and bread, for example.

Microorganisms also cause major diseases in animals and plants. Thus, they can affect negatively
livestock well-being and agriculiural crops and hence have negative repercussions on the economy.
. Nonetheless, we still know very litile about how microorganisms function and cause diseases. The

development of vaccines and antibiotics is*a branch of microbiology that has enabled people tc

: Counter many diseases, thus strongly increasing human wellbeing and decreasing mortality as well
as increasing crop and livestock vields.

Acknowledging the importance of microbiology for human health and development, the Government
of Cuba and UNESCO have established a Pprize in honour of one of the - most importarit
microbiolegists in history: Carlos J. Finlay (Camagtey, 3 December 1833 - La Havana, 20 August
1915). His innovative research on infectious disgases and especially his work on yellow fever have
had huge bepefits for humankind.

The Carlos J. Finlay UNESCO Prize rewards the efforts of an individual, or of an institution, non-
govemnmental organization or other entity which, through research and development, has made an
outstanding contribution to the field of'microbio[ogy and its applications. In so doing, the Government
of Cuba and UNESCO aim fo encourage research and development of microbiology.

There have been many famous scientists who have won the prize since its establishment in 1976,
two -of whom went on to win the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine,

The nomination form for the prize is attached to this explanatory note
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Carlos J. Fintay UNESCO Prize for Microbiology
Nomination Form

Please complete this form in English or in French'onty, any form filled in other
languages will not be considered. ‘

Candidature submitted by tUNESCO Member State, Non-Governmental
Organization):

............................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................

Name and position of official of UNESCO Member state or NGO submitting
| nomination:
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........................................................................................
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Documents to be attached

This form shall be accompanied by a written recommendation, which shall include the
following items:

a) a description of the candidate's background and achievements:

b) a summary of the work:or the results of the work, including publications or any
otht:;r-—relevant supporting documentation; and,

¢) a definition of the candidate’s contribution to the Prize’s objective.

Five copies of this form as well as of all the aforementioned documents shall be
submitted in either hard or electronic (USB key/CD/DVD) versions, only in English or
= % French. :

Nomination for the Prize should be submitted to the address indicated hereunder
and no later than on 10 February 2020:

Mr Ahmed Fahmi

Programme Specialist

Division for Science Policy and Capacity-Building

Natural Sciences Sector

UNESCO _ :

7 Place de Fontenoy " : o
45732 PARIS 07 SP '

France

Tel.: +33 14568 08 25

E-mail: a-fahmi@uncsco.or_g
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